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When Yuri Andropov ascended to the top post in the Soviet Union , 

I wrote in this column that I feared l ife for Soviet Jews would become 

worse. I ~adly note that my fears have already been confirmed . Andro

pov just recently launched a vicious anti-Semitic campaign, dependent 

entirely on the cooperation of prominent Jews . 

The use of Jews as agents of anti-Semitism was one of Josef 

Stali n ' s favorite techniques. The method has its roots in the earliest 

days of Soviet Communism. Both Lenin and Stal in organized Jewish sec

tions of the Communist Party to coerce Jews . 

Historically, the Jewish agents of Kremlin policy have had several 

functions . They served as "court Jews" to demonstrate to the Jewish 

population the benefits which accrued from total compliance . In jour

nalism, theater, and academic life, they used their knowledge of Jewish 

culture and the Yiddish language to generate doctrinaire Soviet propa

ganda aimed at the Jewish population . Finally , in some cases, they 

acted as spies , reporting to their Communist Party superiors on for

bidden , authentic Jewish rel igious and cultural activity. 

Andropov's new committee will undoubtedly serve not only the tra

ditional functions , but a l so, a new and more ominous one--stirring up 

popular Sovi et hatred of the State of Israel . The first act of the 

new committee was to issue a vicious attack on the Israeli press and 

Jewish organizations in the West . The attack was signed by eight 

nationally known Soviet Jews , including several university professors 

and David Dragunsky, a retired general and national Soviet military 

hero. 

The "manifesto" of the eight prominent Jews said , in part , "We 

know that the Western mass media, including Zionist propaganda , daily 

slander our Soviet homeland and distort its peaceable foreign policy. " 

One historical fact makes the rise of a new group of Soviet Jewish 

propagandists almost beyond belief. Jewish servants of the Soviet 

State in the past were ruthlessly eli minated when the regime judged 

their usefulness to have ended. Almost every single Soviet Jewish 

writer , poet , scientist , and scholar who participated in Stalin ' s anti

Semitic crusades was either shot to death or died in a forced l abor 

camp . 
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Free Jews like ourselves may be too quick to judge the Jews who 

have now agreed to campaign against Isr~el and their fellow Jews. It 

is easy for us to brand them as "kapos ", collaborators, traitors, 

Quislings. The Talmud teaches us never to judge a person until we have 

been in his place. 

We do not know to what pressures the members of the new committee 

are responding. They may be in fear of their lives or the lives of 

members of their families. They may be struggling desperately to pre

serve the achievements o£ a lifetime. Of course, some may be despicable 

opportunists or totally misguided " idealists". Regardless, we are not 

in a position to judge. 

I want to conclude this disturbing column on a note of hope. 

Reliable sources within the Soviet Union have reported -to Western diplo

mats and journalists that a substantial numbe r of prominent Soviet Jews 

have sharply rebuffed Soviet invitations to join the new commi ttee. 

They are prepared to suffer any consequences , including death and impri

sonment, rather than betray the Jewish people and their own consciences. 

Regardless of what we hear about Andropov ' s new Jewish allies, we 

must always remember that hidden from our view are Jews of courage and 

integrity who are meeting one of history's sternest tests. 
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